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Auburnian Plays Role 
In Cincinnati's Flood 
Joins Corps of Rescuers 

Warren Cooke Writes To Parents Here 
Thrilling Account of Experiences — De
scribes Suffering of Refugees, and Some 
Oddities As He Assists Red Cross Forces 

OF 

D B F ELECT 
Judge Underwood Succeeds 

W. B. Haeffner As Presi
dent, Service of Latter for 
Six Years Praised 

Expe'rieni.ei>, thrilling a n d hai rowing, which befell Warren 
Cooke, a former Auburnian and now a resident of Cincinnati, Ohio, 
during the height of the devastating flood, are related in a letter from 
Mr. Cooke to his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Harte Coohe of this city. Mr. 
Cooke, senior, is connected with the Diesel engine plant of the Amer
ican Locomotive Company in this city. 

Writes By Candle. Light 
Warren Cooke, in the course of 

his letter, written by candle light, 
dated January 27, writes. "These 
have been hectic days. I am just 
beginning to catch my breath and 
feel somewhat normal. 

"Last Friday, the river was 
rising fast and a few low places 
in Ivorjdale were flooded. At 1 
o'clock, that atternoon, the work
ers living in Ohio were advised to 
leave betore the bridges across 
the river were closed. At 2 o'clock 
the whole office closed down, it 
being rumored that the power 
was going off. One of the boys 
who had some candles from the 
Cuban factory passed them 
around. 

"After dinner on Friday, Gor
don, Ed Watson and I went over 
to the Red Cross station in North-
side to volunteer our services. 
Northside is in Mill Creek Valley. 
The river was backing up Mill 
Creek and the section was one of 
the worst hit by the flood. The 
Red Cross station had just been 
moved to a Presbyterian Church 
from a Catholic church that was 
being flooded." 

"The lied (IONS office was beius 
nwainpefl with phone calls and 1>> 
people corning in for help. The 
Sunday School rooms were filled 
with refuge*-* and beds and every
thing was contused. 

Search For Blankets 
'There were not sufficient 

blankets* for all the refugees that 
had to l>e imt up for the night and 
no time to get any from headquar
ter.-, so Gordon, Ed and I set out 
to irj to scout up old blankets in 
tlio neighborhood. 

and got away with only the 
clothes on their backs 

Hows Boat in Street 
"Monday, the river was rising 

very fast. There was a steady 
stream of refugees. Monday, I 
rowed a boat down Beekman 
Street, over which I drove the 
morning before. The water was 
several feet over the lower floors 
of the houses. On that trip, the 
crew I was with moved furniture 
to the second floor of houses, near 
the edge of the water. We put 
frigidaires up on tables, pianos 
on chairs and carried rugs, sofas, 
etc., to the upstairs. 

"There were so many homeless 
around Northside that practically 
all the schools and churches were 
thrown open to house refugees. 
Returning to Winter Place, I 
found that the water was more 
than a block this side of Spring 
Grove Avenue and that the audi
torium of the Winter Place 
School was fitted up for refugees 
to sleep. 

"The water rose so fast Monday 
that 12 workmen were caught on 
the second floor of the Railway 
Supply Company in Spring Grove 
Avenue. I brought word over from 
the Red Cross station for men in 
Winter Place to go out in boats 
to get the workmen. 

"Monday night, the power went 
off and the water pumping plant 
went down, necessitating the ra
tioning of water. The gas went 
off in Wintjr Place because of a 
broken main. This letter was 
written by candle light. 

Cook in Yard 
"Some people cook over a fire 

in the yard, some over a fireplace 

The regular niouthly meeting of 
the directors of the Auburn Com
munity Chest was held in the 
< 'hamber of Commerce Building 
Monday. The monthly appropria
tion of $r>.4.S3 was voted to the par
ticipating ngencies. 

The election of officers for the 
>ear 11K57 resulted in the choice of 
Kennard Underwood as president. 
Frank W. Moore as uce president, 
Frank E. Swift as treasurer, Karl 
A. Adams as assistant treasurer 
ami William Clubb as executive sec
retary. 

In assuming the presidency. 
Judge Underwood expressed the 
deep appreciation felt by the direc
tors for the unselfish efforts of Wil
liam B. Haeffner as president dur
ing the past six years and their 
gratification that he is retaining 
his jwsition on the Board of Di
rectors, where he will l»e able to 
help with his advice ami counsel. 

We went from house to house or furnace. A few lucky ones 
have oil or gasoline stoves. 

"Ivorydale is awash. The water 
is over the desks in the Ivorydale 
factory office. Large slabs of 
ivory soap are floating around in 
the framing house. 

"My work at the Red Cross 
has rather tapered off. Witb 
practically all business suspended 
and the rise of the water stopped, 
its getting to be more of a rou
tine of supplying those in need. 
Lots of families have doubled up. 
On the street, you overhear scraps 
of hard luck stories. 

"I was asked to take one old 
man out to a.church in North 
College Hill from Northside. He 
was a thin old man who said he 
had a shoe shop in the district 
first flooded out and lived by him
self. He seemed half dazed. 
When I was about to start, he got 
out of the car and said he would 
not go. I told him that he was 
foolish and that he would be well 
taken care of. He said he did 
not want to be taken care of. I 
got one of the other boys to talk 
to him, but we could not do any
thing with him. He said he would 
walk the streets rather than go." 

through a driving snow storm ami 
got a line respond. By 11 o'clock, 
we had hauled in about six loads of 
blankets and clothes — more than 
enough for the time being. 

"Saturday morning, I had to go 
down to the plant to go over some 
things with the boy who had been 
workiug with me. The water was 
at the office gate and I took some 
pictures, thinking they would show 
extreme flood conditions—but was I 
fooled: 

" Saturday afternoon. I reported 
to the Red Cross again and was 
>ent over to the Red Cross head
quarter!* to bring uo pairs of hip 
l»oots to XorthMde. I drove as fast 
as I could, running red lights and 
skidding around corners on the ice. 

'Then I was assigned to taking 
a man down to the boats stationed 
on Hamilton Avenue. The row-boats, 
mostly flat bottomed and hastily 
made, witlr<qu.ire ends, kept bring
ing in peopie who were leaving 
their homes. The water was rising 
«lowiy then and most of the refu
gees were coming in well dressed 
and with a suit case or bundle on 
their knees. 

"The lad I took down to the 
boats asked me to his house to 
supper. In the evening, we went 
out on other assignments. I rowed 
the boat on one trip down Spring 
Grove Avenue below Knowlton's 
Corners to bring out two people. 
The water was practically to the 
second floor of the buildings. 
The street lights were still on 
and some of them were almost 
completely covered with water, so 
that the light glittered in the 
water around the glass. It was 
necessary to 'duck' low in the 
boat at times to get under trolley 
wires. 

"We did not make a rescue. 
Another boat rowed after us and 
the crew told us that firemen had 
taken out the people we were af
ter. Some one on the second floor 
of one building raised the window 
and asked us for coal and milk 
in the morning. 

A Wild Day 
"Sunday was a wild day. A 

driving rain rapidly melted the 
Fix Inches or so of snow on the 
ground and kept the streets 
awash. I reported early to the 
Red Cross and my first assign
ment was driving a colored lady 
and her little girl over to a 
friend's house In Mt. Auburn. I 
crossed Mill Cr*-elc by the Hopple 
Street viadust although the water 
was up to the running board at 
Beekman Street, which approach
ed the viaduct. I got back just be
fore the viaduct was closed to 
traffic. I spent the day and eve
ning driving on assignments. 

"There were reports over the 
radio of the explosion of some 
gasoline tanks and a ten alarm 
fire near the Crosley plant across 
rhe valley. But there was so much 
tog or smoke It was difficult to 
see anything. 

"Late Sunday afternoon, I 
went out on a boat trip to try to 
bring in ten people staying in a 
house on some high ground which 
was just about awash. The people 
would not come In the boat. They 
were moving to the second floor. 
The owner of the house said he 
had seven dogs which he had 
moved up on the second floor and 
lie would not leave the dogs. 
Many people refused to leave 
their bouses until the last minute 

Describes Power of Flood 
Another letter from the Ohio 

River flood sector, this one writ
ten by C. L. Cummins of the Cum
mins Engine Company at Colum
bus, O., under date of January 
30, has been received by Harte 
Cooke. 

This letter reads: "I am still 

safely above high water here in 
Columbus, although we were iso
lated for two or three days. The 
town itself did not suffer. 

"I have just finished a week's 
flood rescue work down on the 
Ohio River, operating over about 
a 30 or 40 mile stretch. I can as
sure you that the reports which 
you have had are not exag
gerated. This is, without ques
tion, one of the major catastro-
phies of this country. Others have 
been rather of a local nature, but 
this one is scattering from Pitts
burgh to New Orleans. 

"Incidentally, our small boat 
'Ceco' in which we have one of 
our small 4 *i by 5 engines, was 
about the only boat that could 
make the ripple against the flood 
current. An idea of the speed of 
this current can be had from the 
fact that one trip I made of 2u 
miles required 45 minutes, down
stream, although we crossed 
from channel to chaunel and in
vestigated the bottoms on both 
sides going down. Coming back 
required 5 % hours. We stayed 
out in slack water all the way." 

Funeral of Gerald J. Cappcn 
The funeral of Gerald J. Cap-

pon, who died last Thursday aft
ernoon, was held from his home, 
512 W. Castle Street, Syracuse, at 
8:30 o'clock Monday morning and 
services were held at the Cathe
dral of the Immaculate Concep
tion at 9:30 o'clock. Rev. Mar
tin J. Watley sang a solemn high 
Mass of requiem, with Rev. Rob
ert P. Driscoll as deacon and Rev. 
John J. Tierney as sub-deacon. 
At the conclusion of the Mass the 
burial service was read. Several 
cars were used to convey the 
floral pieces to the cemetery. 

A large delegation of the Sjra-
cuse Council, Knights of Colum
bus and of the Holy Name So
ciety attended the church service. 
There were many Mass cards. 

Burial was in the family plot in 
St. Joseph's Cemetery, Fleming. 
At the grave the committal serv
ices were read by Rev. Frederick 
G. Straub, assisted by Father 
Wateretratt. 

Honorary bearers were Louis 
A. Lieb, J. Runlsh Welsh, John J. 
Sullivan, •Thomas F. Kendrick, 
James J. McNamara and John F. 
O'Donnell. Active bearers were 
James Ryan, M. J. Connor, A. J. 
Byrne, Frank C. McCarthy, Mar
tin Burke and Martin Hogan. 

Sun Pierces Blizzard, Bear Sees 
His Shadow—and Now for Winter 

"Did the bear see his shadow?" 
That was the burning question today—Candlemas Day— 

judging from conversations heard where folks gathered to dis
cuss the tidings, good, bad and indifferent. For, as almost every
one knows, the old adage has it that if the bear (some choose 
the groundhog) sees his shadow when he emerges from his win
ter quarters on Candlemas Day, then we are in for six weeks of 
real winter weather. But the forecast for Wednesday is rising 
temperature. 

Apparently Bruin saw his shadow—that is if he was fool
ish enough to emerge shortly before noon from warm, snug hi
bernation into a day of driving snow and cold winds. So, if there 
is anything to the old saying, there will be plenty of winter 
ahead. This may be even harder to take than usual owing to the 
mild weather of the past few weeks. Last night was the coldest 
in some time with a drop to 16 above. 

But, after all, why should any sensible bear, or groundhog 
for that matter, be playing "Me and My Shadow" on a blustery 
February day? The sun broke through this morning after a 
snow storm of real proportions that lasted several hours. It was 
the first snow storm here in several weeks. The snow fell thickly, 
was wind swept, it made driving difficult and called for shovel
ing jobs. The setting wintry in the extreme, and therefore quite 
a novelty. And the sun was out today long enough for the bear 
to see his shadow. 

^ 

t A Rose or 

Junior High Pupils Give Freely 
In Behalf of Flood Sufferers 

A total of $154.70 was today 
reported contributed by students 
of the Junior High School to the 
Red Cross flood relief fund. Of 
the 1.482 pupils enrolled, 1,091 
gave to the fund. Room 101 was 
high with donations of $11.25 and 
Room 102 was second with $11. 

The students have just com
pleted a courtesy campaign, dur
ing which courtesy was stressed 
by posters, mottoes, slogans, home 
room programs, quotations, and 
numerous other means. Credits 
were given for nine items in the 
program and the following home 
rooms and their presidents were 
rated 10 per cent in the effort: 
101, Craig Mitchell; 102, Stuart 
Ramsay; 103, Thomas Moore; 
108. Eueene Myoglot; 112, Betty 
Titus; 115, William Smith; 119, 
Stella Kadziola; 123, Vlto Tozzl; 
201, Virginia Ferri; 202, Donald 
Johnson; 204, George Ricker; 
205, Arthur Meyers; 206, Francis 
Hollman; 212 A, Wanda White; 
322, Betty Bunn; 325, William 
Reber; 326, Charles Schell. 

Officers of the Student Council 
today announced appointment of 
new corridor guards for the sec
ond term. For the boys, Mario 
Ferro Is captain; John Pollick, 
assistant captain; R i c h a r d 
McDonnell, first lieutenant; 

'Joseph Cammelerl, second lieu
tenant. For girls, Marie Balian, 
captain; Anna Marko, assistant 
captain. 

Funeral of Edward Murr*y 
The funeral of Edward Murray 

was held at 8:30 o'clock this 
morning from the Heieck under
taking parlors, 17 % Franklin 
Street, with services at 9 o'clock 
at St. Mary's Church. The Mass of 
Requiem was sung by Rev. Robert 
H. Fennessey, assistant pastor. 
Burial was in St. Joseph's Cem
etery Bearers were Joseph Brad
ley, William Burns, Henry Oliver, 
Bernard Lawless, John Murray 
and William Van Cott. 

Funeral of Mrs. Merritt 
Funeral services for Mrs. Eliz

abeth W. Merritt, widow of 
Charleg A. Merritt, were held at 
the Number One Presbyterian 
Church, Sclplo, at 2:30 o'clock 
Saturday afternoon. Rev. Ralph 
Hlney of Warners, formerly pas
tor of the Scipioville Methodist 
Church, officiated. Mrs. Charles 
Chase and Mrs. Ben Brown ren
dered duets. Burial was in Flem
ing Rural Cemetery. Bearers were 
Byron Hitchcock, Dee R. Mosher, 
Gail Mosher, Edward Van Liew, 

i John Payne and George Groom. 

New List of Employables 
Will Be Drawn Upon If 
Winter Projects Can Be 
Launched 

The WPA roster of relief 
workers in Auburn and District 
No. 6, of which Cayuga County is 
a unit, will be increased by 3,204 
if winter projects can be launched 
in the near future or the men ab
sorbed on jobs now in operation-
The Cayuga County total is 229. 

Orders to put the additional 
men to work were received by 
Thomas B. Bergan, district direc
tor, from Lester W. Herzog, up
state administrator, after the Al
bany office had compiled a list of 
all employables in the district as 
certified to by county, city and 
town welfare commissioners in 
the eight counties. 

The list is broken down into un
skilled, semi-skilled, skilled and 
professional and t e c h n i c a l 
workers. 

Mr. Herzog's instructions call 
attention to the attached list of 
employables with dependents and 
then went on: 

"This is your authority to place 
this number of men at work from 
the towns specified. Eligibility of 
each person Bent by the welfare 
departments should be checked. 

"Persons should not be in
cluded who have been discharged 
by WPA for shirking, disability or 
other legitimate reasons. Please 
report to us promptly the number 
of people you have placed to work 
from this report by towns." 

Mr. Bergan is checking the list 
of projects in his district to de
termine how many of the more 
than 3.000 men can be put to 
work. Winter work includes sewer 
and water main construction, 
quarry operations, gravel banks, 
deep cuts, fills and shoulder work 
on highways. 

One Cut in Crash 
John Fritz, 18, of 66 Pulaski 

Street, was cut about the face 
when the car he was operating 
early this morning and a large 
truck-trailer being driven by 
Wesley G. Lance, 28, of Elkhart, 
Ind., collided at the corner of 
North and Garden Streets . Both 
drivers filed report* at Police 
Headquarters. Fritz stated he was 
driving in North Street and that 
the truck, travelling eastward 
came out of the intersection. Ray
mond Handcock, 31, of 38 Chapel 
Street, was riding with Fritz and 
escaped unhurt. 

"V" Activities 
Francis Holman, one of the 

younger entrants in the novel 
balloon bursting contest spon
sored by the Y.M C.A. Model Air
plane Club at the State Armory 
Saturday afternoon, carried off 
the lion's share of the awards. 
His solid balsa ROG model burst 
the first balloon as well as de
flating the largest number of bal
loons. William Merritt gained 
recognition in a special contest 
with his build-up ROG. 

Ernest Germano, adviser of the 
"Y" club, and Alfred Dickow, 
leader of the St. Luke's group, 
conducted the event. Kelly Bates, 
David Johnson, Robert Hoyle, 
Robert Holman, Robert Weber, 
E. Zink, Ray Wells, Donald John
son, and others also competed. 

• • • 
Walter Bozek, new adviser of 

the Acmy Chapter of the Junior 
Hl-Y, was welcomed at the regu
lar meeting of the group Monday 
afternoon at the Y.M.C.A. He out
lined plans for future activities, 
including a trip to a local In
dustrial plant Wednesday after

noon. Club pins were presented 
the officers and the adviser by 
Boys Secretary E. L. Mosler. Ed
ward Rusinko was received as a 
new member. 

• * • 
The first issue of the new 

Boys Department bulletin was re
leased today. It contains stand
ings in Junior and Employed/ 
Boys basketball leagues spon
sored by Physical Director Wil
liam Stubbs. 

• ♦ * 
Featured in this week's Boys 

Department schedule is a supper 
to be held Thursday night at 6 
for the Employed Boys class. 
There will be a speaker. 

Grateful to Firemen 
Fire Chief Fred J. Washburn 

today received a $25 check for 
the Fire Department Pension 
Fund from W. Walker, Jr., and 
brothers, of East Genesee Road, 
Town of Sennett. The check was 
accompanied by a letter which ex
pressed thanks for the service 
rendered last July by members of 
HOBO 4 when a fire threatened 

i the Walker home. 

| Over 700 people died of starva-
i tion in Szechuan Province, West 
China, during November, 1936. 

rr ii nanRQ 
_ BEER -ALE 
dhoumqhlw jDelicWiU-

AUBURN DISTRIBUTING CO. 
32 Garden St. Auburn, X. Y. 

Epworth Donates 
The Epworth League of the Mo

ravia Methodist Episcopal Church 
will present the play, "Optimistic 
Oscar," on the evenings of Feb
ruary 8 and 9 in the social rooms 
of the church. The play will be 
under direction of Mrs. Harold F. 
Miller. 

Buy Your Fuel Now 
ON OUR' / 

EASY BUDGET PUN 

NO CASH DOWN 
No Payments For 30 Days 
3 TONS DELIVERED 

FOR ONLY 

Just Phone Us at 
3010 

For Further Information 

Diamond Coal Co. 
8-12 Arlington Ave. Phone 3010 

Down Tewn Office — Phone 17(H) 

Back of Gcwuj uott&L of 
DAIRYLEA MILK 

. . .an Inspected, Protected Farm 

*'I am a Dairylca farmer. There are nearly 40,000 more 
like me. I know how very careful we have to be to meet 
Dairylea standards. Everything on our farms that has to do 
with milk is regularly inspected. Cows, stables, milk-houses, 
dairymen—even the members of our families—all have to con
form to strict rules of health and sanitation. 

We're proud to maintain Dairylea's high standards. We 
have children of our own, and we know how important good 
milk is for their health. 

So we don't take any chances with Dairylea Milk—and you 
folks don't either. It 's Inspected •Protected.all the way from 
our farms to your home." 

UAIBYLEA 
M/M 

Dairymen's League 
« Co-Operative Ass'n, Inc. 

127 Clark St. 

PHONE 
Auburn, N. Y. 

2475 

faO^FOO 
For Complete Satisfaction 

REAL ECONOMY DOES NOT ALWAYS MEAN THE FOOD AT THE LOWEST PRICES. QUALITY MUST BE CONSIDERED AND QUALITY IS THE RULE, NOT THE EXCEPTION, AT YOUR NEARBY AMERICAN STORE. 

(BCD Delicious Golden Bantam 

SCORN 2 25 
' •COWS' Tho Flnoot Corn Grown—h*» 

From-tho-Cob Flavor"— 

Or 
4SCO 

that "Frosh-
Try It! 

£? 19c 
2N.:*39c 
2 Oval 

Cans 

OSCO Bartlett Pears 
Del Monte Pineapple 
Calif. Sardines ^ 2 sa 15c 
Glen wood Grapefruit 322 29c 
Grapefruit Juice 
Choice Alaska Salmon 
George's Codfish 
Farmdale Evap. Milk 31120c 
OSCO Fresh Fried Cakes -«. 15c 

Booele i i 

c«ns i 
No.2 
c*ni 

>"o. 1 
Tail 
Caa 

lb. 
box 

t t.H 
can* 

3 :25c 
10c 

FRESH VICTOR BREAD 
BREAD SUPREME 

Blff 
Loaf 

Larr* 
Sliced L»af 

6c 
8c 

PRUNES Largo, Swoot 
40-50'a 3i»<-25c 

2 Pkgs. Gold Seal Spaghetti 
or Macaroni and 1 Can 
Imported Tomato Paste 

AU 
tor 10 

OSCO\ FAXCV SEA FOODS 

SKINLESS BOSTON BLUE 

FILLETS lb. 
Fresh 
Sliced Boston Blue 

Fresh Bullheads 
Fancy Perch Fillets 
Fresh Haddock Fillets 

lb. 12c 
lb. 21c 
lb. 17c 
lb. 19c 

Ctttinmng Our Big Grapefruit Safo 

GRAPEFRUIT Jumbo 
Six* 

H o s v y Fruit 

4SCO Fancy Bananas 
Crisp Iceberg Lettuce 
ORANGES 

4 19c 
3 it. 19c 
:vs ioc 

IIS Genesee S t 

Swoot and 
Juicy, Right Wot. 
From Florida 

1-8 E. Genesee St. 
25c 

^wniyuv Tfeooo Prices E S o e t l r o la Oar Stores ta 
Aakarm, N. Y» a a * Vle la l ty 

/ 
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